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In 1962, when India was still a young and
developing nation, Dr. Vikram Sarabhai laid the
foundation for what would become the Indian
Space Research Organization (ISRO). At a time
when the country faced poverty and limited
resources, his decision to invest in space
research seemed bold - even unrealistic to
many.

But Sarabhai was not chasing prestige. He was
pursuing purpose.

He believed space technology could directly
improve life on Earth. Satellites, he said, could
strengthen communication in remote villages,
improve weather forecasting for farmers, and
expand educational access across the country.
For him, innovation was meaningful only if it
served society.

Sarabhai also helped build institutions such as
the Physical Research Laboratory and the
Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad.
He understood that strong institutions nurture
future innovators.
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What makes his story powerful is not just what
he built, but how he thought - boldly,
responsibly, and with long-term vision.

Classroom Reflection Activity

Invite students to imagine they are leading a
“Space for Society” mission today.

 Ask them:
What local problem would you solve using
technology? (water scarcity, waste
management, disaster alerts, rural
education?)
Who would benefit from your solution?
How would you ensure it serves people
ethically and responsibly?

Students can present their ideas as a short
proposal, poster, or group discussion.

Through this exercise, they begin to understand
Sarabhai’s core belief: innovation is not about
building impressive machines - it is about
improving human lives.

Vikram Sarabhai did not just launch rockets.
He launched a way of thinking that continues
to shape India’s future. 🚀

(12 August 1919 - 30 December 1971)
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